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Blakely should be proud of the service she
has provided to our District and country. It has
been an honor to serve with her and as | retire
from office | wish her the very best in the fu-
ture. Western North Carolina is a better place
because of her efforts and | will cherish the
memories of serving with Blakely and the
team by my side.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing and thanking Blakely Whilden
for her hard work on behalf of all of Western
North Carolina and to wish her continued suc-
cess in her future endeavors.

———
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Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to pay tribute to a dear friend, JC Burnham of
Liberty, Texas. A fine businessman, rancher,
husband, father, friend and devoted family
man, who spent his entire life serving his com-
munity while striving to make others happy.
The City of Liberty and, indeed, the entire
state of Texas lost a dedicated community
leader, as well as friend, on October 30, 2012.

JC was born December 15, 1937, in Hous-
ton, Texas. He was truly a remarkable Texan
who achieved extraordinary things in his ca-
reer and for his community. Hard work and
love of his community earned him enduring re-
spect amongst the many touched by his
deeds. It is an honor to recognize the great
contributions that JC made to the city of Lib-
erty, Liberty County, and the great State of
Texas.

As a child, JC began his working life at
Stubbs Grocery Store. In high school he was
both a good student and athlete. He went on
to attend College at my alma mater, the Uni-
versity of Houston. After graduation, JC got
his foot in the door in the auto industry by
working in the mailroom at General Motors.
Through JC’s hard work and dedication he
held eleven different positions within General
Motors, eventually owning his own dealership.

In 1973, he purchased Mearns Chevrolet in
Liberty, Texas, a close-knit city near Houston.
For over 30 years, his family owned business,
thrived. He even added an Oldsmobile-Cad-
illac and a Buick-Pontiac-GMC store. JC was
a man of true character and a Liberty resident
for over 39 years, his Texas spirit and love of
the community made him a natural promoter
of Liberty, Texas.

Not only was JC a dedicated businessman,
he also had a long career in public service.
Throughout the years, he assisted and was
recognized by numerous boards and organiza-
tions. He was a past board member of the
Magnolia Ridge Country Club, Texas 4H
Youth Development Foundation, Liberty Day-
ton Hospital, Liberty County Central Appraisal
District and the Sam Rayburn Municipal Power
Agency.

Always understanding the importance of
education and our nation’s youth, JC was a
life time supporter of the Houston Livestock
Show and Rodeo, Trinity Valley Exposition
and 4H Alumni Association. He served and
supported the Liberty-Dayton Chamber of
Commerce, Liberty Rotary Club, 100 Club,
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Liberty Elks Club, Liberty County Texas Farm
Bureau, Texas Thoroughbred Association and
Southwest Cattle Raisers Association. He
started the Burnham Classic Golf Tournament
which donated over $450,000 for South Lib-
erty State Center/Tri-County Services. The list
of this model citizen’s accomplishments will
have lasting effects on the city of Liberty and
surrounding areas. It is my hope that he will
be remembered as a true visionary and strong
community supporter, and that others will fol-
low his lead.

My thoughts are with the love of JC’s life,
Kathleen—his wife of 21 years. They shared
the same passion for their community, their
farm and their love of slow race horses. Last
spring, | visited JC at St. Luke’s in Houston
and | observed Kathleen in the caretaker role
as she poured out her love, spirit and fight for
JC. The passing of JC has left a son and
daughter in mourning of their father—Bruce
Burnham and Cyrese Jezek. His memory will
live on, in the many lives he touched along the
way.

())In the evening of November 4, 2012, hun-
dreds of Liberty, Texas residents waited in line
at the First United Methodist Church of Liberty
to pay their respects to the family of this hon-
orable man. JC was a loyal friend to me, and
although | am saddened by his loss, | feel
very fortunate for the time and friendship we
shared. He will be remembered by many as a
devoted community leader, a genuine friend
and a great Texan.

And that’s just the way it is.

———
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Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today to honor the memory of Liz Irwin,
one of the Mendocino Coast's most out-
standing community leaders, who passed
away October 23, 2012, leaving an enduring
legacy in the fields of rural health care and the
needs of senior citizens.

Born on September 5, 1919 in Fort Pierre,
South Dakota, Liz grew up in South Dakota,
went to Minnesota State College and then to
Colorado State College of Education, where
she met her husband of 70 years, Horace
“Ace” lrwin. The couple moved to southern
California where Ms. Irwin received a master’s
degree in speech at California State University
Northridge.

Liz was a teacher in Northridge and Long
Beach before she and Ace retired to the
Mendocino Coast in 1971. She immediately
became an inspirational and dynamic force for
change and social justice in this rural coastal
community, always with a twinkle in her eyes.
Over the years she tackled tough issues, serv-
ing as the director of the Bea Erikson Senior
Center for seven years to ensure seniors re-
ceived the services they needed. She was
also on the Mendocino Coast District Hospital
Board of Directors. One of her crowing
achievements was the initiation of Health
Watch, a group that persuaded the County
Board of Supervisors to maintain health care
on the coast by creating the Mendocino Coast
Clinics, where she was the first Chair of the
Board of Directors, continuing until 2004.
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Liz motivated others with her sense of
humor and radical, feminist spirit as she par-
ticipated in the Gray Panthers, the “Do-
Gooders” annual holiday luncheon benefitting
the local food banks and Old Broads for
Peace. Many on the coast remember Liz for
the many years she authored her inspirational
“Coasting” column in the Mendocino Beacon
and her childhood reminiscences in her book,
“Home of the Heart.” Liz loved her small town
upbringing in South Dakota and told her family
she never felt entirely at home again until she
moved to the Mendocino Coast.

The Mendocino community showed its love
and respect for Liz by honoring her as Grand
Marshal in both the Mendocino Fourth of July
and the Fort Bragg Paul Bunyan Days Pa-
rades.

She is survived by Ace, whom she referred
to as the “joint tenant” in her newspaper col-
umns, by her children, Bill lrwin, an actor
based in New York, his wife Martha Roth, Pat-
rick Irwin in Montreal and Nan Irwin, also living
in New York, as well as two grandsons.

Mr. Speaker and colleagues, please join me
in recognizing and paying tribute to a friend,
outstanding community member and role
model, Liz lrwin.

——————
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Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise today to honor the Epsilon Kappa
Kappa Chapter of Omega Psi Phi Fraternity,
Incorporated. Chartered in 1994, the Epsilon
Kappa Kappa Chapter has been committed to
providing public service to Madison County,
Mississippi and surrounding areas.

Epsilon Kappa Kappa Chapter has executed
a number of ongoing service projects, includ-
ing community picnics, providing school sup-
plies to area schools, and working with Habitat
for Humanity to build homes for families in
need. In addition, the Epsilon Kappa Kappa
Chapter has orchestrated an annual scholar-
ship boat ride to benefit surrounding residents.
Finally, this chapter has been a ray of hope
for many low income families during the holi-
day season by providing aid to the residents.

Epsilon Kappa Kappa Chapter has been
named the “Chapter of the Year” for two con-
secutive years by Omega Psi Phi Fraternity,
Incorporated, State of Mississippi Organiza-
tion, for superior service to the fraternity and
their communities.

In 2011, Omega Psi Phi fraternity celebrated
100 years of service at the local, national, and
international levels. Epsilon Kappa Kappa
Chapter are men of character and great faith.
They envisioned a brotherhood founded upon
Manhood, Scholarship, Perseverance, and Up-
lift.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing Epsilon Kappa Kappa Chapter
of Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Incorporated for
their continued dedication towards serving
their community.




		Superintendent of Documents
	2015-05-06T11:32:14-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




